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New York Theatre Diary 


The Mikado~ President 3/23/64. First in «:rics of 10 Gilbert and Sullivan oper- 
ettas presented by the Americen Savoyeyds undsr direction of Dorothy Raedler.Sally 
Knapp, Ronald Bush, Mary Ellen Thompson, Rue Knapp and Norman Paige are featurede.. 
Kind Sir- Alvin closes 3/27/54..eKing of Hearts- Lyceun 4/1/54, Elaine Perry pre- 
sents Jean Kerr-Eleanor Brooke comedy with Donald Cook, Jackie Cooper, Cloris Leach- 
man. Walter Kerr,Herald Tribune critic,is director...Me and Juliet-Majestio closes 


4/3/54, 


Curtent Theatre Reviews 


The Ticklish Aorobat- Amato 3/15/54. Artists Theatre presentation of Robert 
Hivnor’s new .lay drew two mild cons from trade reviews of Variety and Show Bus- 
iness, Though production has its moments, Variety mugg feared most of it kept the 
audience guessing. It leaned too heavily on pseudo philosphic talk and crude sym 
bolism,he thought. Latter critic praised the author for a lively and frequently 
witty new play, but commented that the inventivwness of the author didn't run off 
on director Herbert Machiz or his cast. He did find kind words for Patricia Rip- 
ley and June Hunt. Soript concerne a US pir gunner who bails out of his plane over 
eastern Europe,landing in the nets of a family of acrobats. Hero falls in love with 
daughter(the ticklish one), and stays on giving up his chance to return to a short- 
stop job with an American baseball team. 


Hits Revisted 


The King and I, which begins its tour with Yul Br;r :er and Patricia Morison , 
was rated by Morehouse, ‘Yiorld Telegram & Sun, as just about nerféot. Miss Morison 
has grace,beauty,dignity, reticence and a lovely voice for the siriging of those 
wonderful Rodgers ahd Hammerstein songs. Road toi. s will be indeed fortunate, critica 
concludes, to be getting her in such a role, 


Out of Town Tryouts 


If pruning shears are used wisely,alon, with other adjustments, the net result 
of King Of Hearts should be gay, divertin; e.tertainment, predidts Klep, Variety 
Wilmington. Plot is thin,but is saved by snonny,witty dialogue; while acting is 
top-notch throughout, Kerr,Herald Tribune} direction was termed deft, Reports from 
road reveal a half hour has been out from script. 


orf Broadway Finances 


The 10 week season of Gilbert & Sullivan at the President will have to play to 
near capacity business to brenk even, predicts Varietye 300 seat house at {3.60 
top can take in $5200,while weekly production expenses are estimated at $4700, 
And this is only possible due to union concessions, which in some departments are 
less than those afforded off Broadway groups elsewhere, 
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Off Broadway 


Charges brought against Club Thpatre 
production of Jean Cocteau's The Infernal 
Machine, 115 W 52, were dropped. Police 
raided the theatre last week-end. The 
charges included violation of fire laws, 
over-capacity audience,lack of a coat- 
check license and public sale of tickets 
by a club theatre project. 


Maurice Schwartz may run the Second 
Avenue Theatre next season. The Hebrew 
Aotors Union will aid him in putting on 
a season of Yiddish productions, succeed- 
ed by a group of English lenguage prod- 
uctionseesOriginals Only has resumed the 
playing of One Foot To Sea, as suggested 
recently by Rice ,Post...l Wo Lively Arts 
is title of project John Cornell and Jean 
Adra plan for Theatre de Lys in carly Maye 
Program will be composed of Crosstown,a 
revue by Peter Howard and Shellie Dobson 


and The Stranger, a folk operg by Ed- 
ward David Broeknan. 

Helen Alexander, who plays a model 
in The Fifth Season, is designing the 
costumes fof Broadway Chapel Players pro- 
duction of Fry's The Boy With A Cart,which 
will be presented at broadway Tabernacle 
vesper services April 4,11 and 18,,.Ion, 
the play on which T,$, Eliot is said to 
have based ne Confidential Clerk, will 
be read at A meeting March 29 at 
3 PM at 245 W 524 Cast includes Peggy 
Wood,Douglds Watson, Aline Macifahon, 


and Page Johnsons Bill Butler staged the 
Euripides scripts 


William Thorton has the title role 
in Shakespeare Guild Festival Company's 
production of Hamlet, opening April 19 
et Jan Hus House...Light Opera Theatre 
is presenting The Gondoliers week-ends 
at Provincetown.eeGloria Beckerman's 
Saul at Endor will be read iiarch 26 at 
Galiery East, ? Avenue A,.eA new version 
of Tennessee \illiams* Camino Real is 
being presented by Silvermine Guild,Nor- 
Walk,Conn. Script has been revised and 
enlarged by author who added several new 
characters,scenes and a prologue. 


Parrandat, & dance musical at the 
Cabaret Theatre,,lacks the needed dir- 
ection and originalty, sums up lice, Poste 
Editor okayed it for those drinkers who 
want a change of paces 


theatre Book Commente ' 


"Dressing the Play" by Norah 
Lembourne( Studio-Crowell), is rated 
as an excellent basic handbook on 
stage costuming by Down, Variety.o4 
Trade paper reviewer also réoconmmends 
“Barnum Presents General Ton Thumb" 
by Alice Curtis Desmond( Madfillan) 
as a fine study of America's most 
famous Lilliputian and the country's 
greatest showmen. 


Vaudeville 


Alan Carney heads the new Palace 
show. Supporting bill includes Ben 
Yost’s 4Smbassadors, Wong Sisters, Ladd 
Lyon, Trini and Manolo, Jeanne Charle- 
bois, King Johnson, and Three Tuckers. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Mary Martin will be mistress of 
ceremonies for the 90 minute Rodgers & 
Hammerstein NBC-CBS TV show March 28, 
Others who will sing excerpts from 
R & H shows include Ezio Pinza, Tony 
Martin, John Raitt,Patricia Morison 
and Jan Clayton..eBurton Rascoe, former 
drama critic of NY World Telegram, will 
write a daily syndicated column which 
will comment on TV drama shows, 


Gift Coupon 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC’ 
show news, reviews, comments, Tickets, 
critics reports. Drama books,records, 
theatre on TV, SPECIAL SUMMER FEATURES. 
Perfect gift for "stage struck" 52 
weeks a year.$10 year.{$12.50 foreigne 
Bill lie Later __ Check Attached 
Send to 
Subscriber's 
Tove \NBC(NYC) Ben Grauer 7 30 AM day 
after opening for "CD" quotes reviews 


* Green Room Department * 


JEVIEVERS PROBLEMS.,.Drema critics should , in general, be’ obligated to give a 
definite yes or no verdict on the plays he covers , but it isn’t always 
that simple,admits Watts,Post. In cases where both v..luxble virtues and not- 
able defects are present,it is far more important to say so than it'is to 
set down an unqualified judgemmt. Girl in Pink afeepor ttte notes, is a 
pretty unsatisfactory musical show, bu certainly offers proper opportunit- 
ies for Jeanmaire. 


COLIMN TIPS,,eShuberts may sue Billie Burke for permitting Charles Sherman to use 
the name “Ziegfeld Follies",hears Wilson...Ondine actor is under FBI watch 
for past activities, whispers Kilgallen..»Night in Venice scenery sold for $750 
reports Walker..eEd Spector,Pittsburgh Symphony manager, will invest a half 
million dollars in play production, reveals Winchell. 


"TEA" RECORD STRAIGHT .eeRobert Anderson, Tea and Syrpatny author, explains via Times 
Drema Mailbag that Deborah Kerr has not quit the show. She has appeared in it 
for 9 months, including out-of-town tryout period,and she will tour with it for 
the entire season next year. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..J.J, Shubert is the only person who knows what he is going to 
do with the Shubert theatrical empire, comments Sylvester,News. All questions 
to stage executive are answered with " never speaks for publicationes.The 
theatre has so far remained free of the most Anti-‘merican of all forms of 
censorship,the kind where individuals or groups try to exert pressure on a 
performer to halt his livelihood because he is an expressionist or a veget- 
arian or a wearer of bow ties, surmises Burr,Playbill. 


ADVICE TO ACTRESS, e4Clurman,Nation, filed his Ondine notice in the form of an opén 
letter to Audrey Hepburn, She was urged to keep on acting, studying, working, 
and not always at her greatest convenience. She was told that she can learn 
to be a real actress if she does not let the racket,the publicity,the adulat- 
ion,and the false praise rattle her away from herself, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES..jif City Investing theatres have sufficient demand, Robert Dowl- 
ing plans to run divans all the way from the orchestra to the mezzanine, he 
told New Yorker, His hous:s have special cur iacors to see that the humidit 
is kept below 50%i Dowling admitted "dive" cre actually "love-seats", but 
thought latte¥ term may dist#act people frum the seats main purpose,which is 
to make them comfortable, 


Pros & Cons by MK ! 


The Burning Glass is a stimulating, CBS TV Morning Show producers ard 

provocative modern melodrama. It is pil fearless men. They planned,at one 

ty of being miscast in several rolessBut time, to present quotes from the NYC 
it does provide a thoughtful,intelligent daily critios reviewa super-imposed 
few hours in the theatre. More important on filmed close-ups of the expressions 
it provides the meat for meny hours of of the critics, Exactly who was to 
discussion after the theatre. The scien~ decide which film clip exprossion of 
tific problem which the English pley con- a given critic was "pro" and which was 
siders is no farther away than the front “con” was not annownoed for scourity 
page. The play, whether you arree with its reasons. 


thesis or not,presents an important point 
of view which must be understood by all. 


The “award season" has officially opened, This week's “Drama Desk" meeting 
witnessed the presentation of the "Robert Garland Annual Arena Guild Award" for — 
"outstanding achievement in arena work"to Vernon Rice, NY Post, Brooks Atkinson, 

NY Times, and Margo Jones, Dallas. The Antoinette Perry Awards for ™ outstanding 
contributions to the theatre" will be presented March <3 1t the Plaza Hotel. The 

NY Drama Critics’ Circle Award will be chosen in mid-April, and the Pulitizer Prize 
drama selection will be announced at the end of April. In addition dozens of other 
groups will make awards for sundry contributions to the theatre, 


Plays 


The King and I closed at the St. James after 1246 performances, Yul Brynner 
and Patricia Morrison start nation wide tour March 23 at Hershey,Pa...The Burnin 
Glass is scheduled to close March 27eeeThe Year Round, All Negro revue due April 19, 
has been postponed until summer..e.sThe Solid Gold Cadillac moves to Music Box May 
l0eeePicnic closes April 10e..Prescott Proposals may close April 3eeeTitle of The 
King of Hearts has been changed to King of HeartseeeNBC has leased the Centuryees 
Vanderbilt 18 being razed and will be replaced by a garage this summer. . 


People 


David Wayne and John Forsythe have signed to stay with Teahouse of the August 
Moon until May 1956,..Helen Tamiris has taken over staging of dances in By the Beat 


tiful Sea, and Marshall Jemison has taken over the director chores from Chuck Waltersé 
eoeSidney Blackmer will appear in Leonard Lee's melodrama Hang Together.,.Karl Weber 
is subbing for Leif Erickson, Tea and Sympathy while latter recovers from emer- 
gency appendectomy...Kaye Ballard, The Golden “epi doubling at Bon Soirese"Going 

to the Devil" song has been added to G ink Tit 8.eeJohn Waters, con- 
troller for Shuberts for 25 years, is no longer the firmeeeDiana Lynn will 

star in road company of Sabrina Fair. 


Theatre Book Notes 


Michael Redgrave's "The Actor's Ways and Means" has been published by Theatre 
Arts bookssse'Men dnd Supermen", an analysis of Shaw's characters by Arthur Nether« 
cot ,has been published by Harvard Press, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Helen Traubel will make her screen debut .n “Deep in My Heart" film biography 
of Sigmund Romberg which will star Jose Ferrer..!The King and I" will be filmed 
this summer by Oth Century Fox in CinemaScope with a $4 million budgetese"The 
Stratford Adventure", a 45 minute color film of the Canadian Shakespeare Festival, 
will be shown in US movie theatres this sumer. 
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